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Minnesota; senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab
Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the
Iragi Interim Government; and Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Proclamation 7817—Citizenship Day
and Constitution Week, 2004
September 17, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Two hundred and seventeen years ago this
week, delegates to the Constitutional Con-
vention in Philadelphia signed one of the
most enduring documents in history: the
Constitution of the United States. Our Con-
stitution is the foundation of our liberty and
has guaranteed the rights of our people
through a history of tremendous change and
progress.

Today, we marvel at the wisdom of the
Framers who toiled through a long summer
of learned and contentious debates. Their
work produced a document that upholds
high ideals, while answering the most prac-
tical questions of governance. The charter
they crafted—with its separate branches of
Government, enumerated powers, checks
and balances, and later the specific protec-
tions provided by our Bill of Rights—guides
our Nation and inspires others around the
world.

During Constitution Week, our Nation re-
flects on the significance of our Constitution
and gives thanks for the blessings of liberty
that this document helps to secure. We honor
the men and women who have supported and
defended it throughout our history, at times
with their lives. On Citizenship Day, we reaf-
firm our commitment to freedom, to ensur-
ing that our history endures, and to instilling
in America’s next generation the values that
make our country great.

In remembrance of the signing of the Con-
stitution and in recognition of the Americans
who strive to uphold the duties and respon-
sibilities of citizenship, the Congress, by joint
resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C.
106, as amended), designated September 17
as “Citizenship Day,” and by joint resolution
of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108, as amend-
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ed), requested that the President proclaim
the week beginning September 17 and end-
ing September 23 of each year as “Constitu-
tion Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 17, 2004, as
Citizenship Day, and September 17 through
September 23, 2004, as Constitution Week.
I encourage Federal, State, and local offi-
cials, as well as leaders of civic, social, and
educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs that celebrate our Con-
stitution and reaffirm our rights and obliga-
tions as citizens of our great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand four,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11 a.m., September 20, 2004]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 21.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 11

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
went to St. John’s Episcopal Church where
they attended a prayer and remembrance
service to commemorate the anniversary of
the September 11 terrorist attacks. They then
returned to the White House where, on the
South Lawn, they observed a moment of si-
lence.

Later in the morning, the President and
Mrs. Bush traveled to Camp David, MD.



